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Fund for a Healthy Maine 2013 Impacts 
The Governor’s Budget proposes to make sweeping changes to how the Fund for a Healthy Maine is allocated.  

Roughly half of the total funds are diverted from current programs and deposited in Medicaid accounts.   

Community & School Grants  FY 13 Proposed Change   FY13 Proposed Total 

($7,529,890)    $259,000   
Description: The Governor’s supplemental budget proposal effectively eliminates funding for all lines under the 

Community/School Grants and Statewide Coordination line.  This includes the 27 Healthy Maine Partnerships, 17 

School Based Health Centers, and the Tribal Health District.  This cut virtually eliminates the state’s obesity program 

and decimates Maine’s tobacco and substance abuse prevention efforts.  Many school based health centers will 

close. 

Home Visitation   FY 13 Proposed Change   FY13 Proposed Total  

     ($2,653,383)    $0 

Description: The Governor’s proposal would eliminate all FHM funding for Maine Families Home Visitation. This 

combined with the $500,000 curtailment results in a 68% reduction in State funding for this program.  This program 

provides services to Maine’s most vulnerable infants and young children at the most critical time in their physical 

and emotional development.  Maine Families impacts infant safety, reduces child abuse and neglect, and improves 

the health of these babies.  These cuts will result in serving approximately 1200 fewer families. 

 
Oral Health    FY 13 Proposed Change   FY13 Proposed Total  

     ($600,000)    $0 

Description: Fund for Healthy Maine funding for Oral Health funds programs that provide access to oral health care 

services for low income individuals without dental insurance.  This includes school-based oral health care and dental 

subsidies.  Tooth Decay is one of the leading causes of avoidable emergency room visits and improved oral health is 

an important factor in lowering health care costs.   

DEL  FY 13 Proposed Change   FY13 Proposed Total   

Racino Revenue ($4,500,000)    $0 

Non-Racino Funds ($11,934,230)    $0 

Description: Prescription Drug and Health Care Assistance for People over 65 and People with 

Disabilities:  Between this and other General Fund prescription assistance cuts, approximately 72,000 seniors and 

people with disabilities would lose some or all assistance they currently receive to pay for prescription drug costs. Of 

the 72,000, over 12,500 (with incomes between 150-185 FPL) will lose all assistance and 6,500 (with incomes 

between 135-150% FPL) will some assistance they currently receive through the Medicare Savings Program (MSP) to 

help pay for Medicare premiums, co-payments and deductibles, prescription drug costs, and coverage through the 

so-called “donut hole”.   

Family Planning   FY 13 Proposed Change   FY13 Proposed Total   

                                           ($401,430)    $0 

Description:   The elimination of family planning within the Fund for a Healthy Maine would likely result in the 

closure of 7 family planning health centers: Houlton, Dexter, Norway, Rumford, Damariscotta, Topsham, Sanford; 

ending 6 partnerships with local health centers: Harrington, Jonesport, Milbridge, Washington County Community 
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College, UMaine Machias, Lincoln, all of which would affect approximately 5,900 current patients and would result 

in 2,500 fewer Maine students receiving evidence-based education aimed at changing behaviors that influence teen 

pregnancy rates. Approximately 700 teachers and youth-serving professionals would not receive professional 

development services around comprehensive sexuality education. These cuts would result in the loss of 16 jobs 

within the family planning system. 

 
Head Start      FY 13 Proposed Change  FY13 Proposed Total  

       ($1,354,580)   $0 

Description: The Administration has proposed to eliminate all state funding for Head Start.  This includes $1.3M 

from the FHM and $2.4M from the General Fund. Currently, Head Start providers can only serve 30% of eligible 

Head Start children and less than 10% of those eligible for Early Head Start. If this proposed cut moves forward, 

another 303 children and their families will lose access in each year of the biennium. Maine has supported Head 

Start since the mid-1980s. Over 70% of Head Start parents work or full-time students. Losing access to this care will 

force many to abandon work or school. 

Immunization      FY 13 Proposed Change  FY13 Proposed Total  

       ($1,078,884)   $0 

Description: Fund for a Healthy Maine funding for Immunizations funds vaccine administration and preventive 

services, including influenza and pneumococcal vaccines for adults to reduce the impact of certain infectious 

diseases on people with tobacco related chronic diseases.  This accounts for 10% of the program’s funds, but almost 

all of it accounts for influenza and pneumococcal vaccine, as there in no other specified source for these vaccines. 

Influenza vaccine can prevent 60% of hospitalizations and 80% of deaths from influenza-related complications.  23% 

of Mainers 65 and over in 2007 had not had a flu shot, much improved from 36% in 1995. 

 

Purchased Social Services, Child Care  FY 13 Proposed Change  FY13 Proposed Total  

       ($3,942,236)   $0 

Description: The Governor’s Proposed Budget will eliminate nearly $10 million dollars from Maine’s Child Care 

System.  As a result, 1,600 working families in Maine will lose access to use this support for child care. 95% of these 

parents are currently employed and will have to choose between losing their jobs or compromising the well being of 

their children. These cuts will also mean the curtailment and/or elimination of programs that work to ensure the 

quality of the child care system that is available to all families.  

 

The Proposal is to eliminate all State of Maine Funding for its Child Care System ($3.9 million Dollars per year from 

the Fund for a Healthy Maine, currently earmarked for the Child Care System.) The elimination of this funding will 

automatically trigger a reduction or $5.9 million in Federal Matching funds, making the total reduction in spending 

$9.8 million, reducing the Maine Child Care Budget by nearly half (current State and Federal dollars available:  $21, 

million. After these cuts, the total available funds would be reduced to $11 million.)  

 

Medicaid Initiatives     FY 13 Proposed Change  FY13 Proposed Total  

      $25,144,106   $33,050,538 

Description: Rather than cost-effectively prevent diseases, the Governor proposes to pay for treating disease by 

diverting the Fund for a Healthy Maine from the above programs into the Medicaid Account. 


