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Testimony of Friends of the Fund for a Healthy Maine 

In opposition to 

LR 2847, The Governor’s Second Supplemental Budget 

Senator Rosen, Representative Flood and members of the Joint Standing 

Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs; Senator McCormick, 

Representative Strang Burgess and members of the Joint Standing Committee 

on Health and Human Services; I am Becky Smith. I am here today in opposition 

to the Fund for a Healthy Maine provisions in LR 2847 on behalf of the Friends 

of the Fund for a Healthy Maine.  We are a statewide coalition of more than 

150 organizations ranging from hospitals to businesses to nonprofit agencies 

and towns. 

As you well know, when Maine’s share of the Tobacco Master Settlement 

Agreement was set to arrive, the 119th Legislature acknowledged the special 

purpose of the money and created the Fund for a Healthy Maine, with its 

evidence-based public health categories on which the tobacco dollars would be 

spent. Their legacy continues to this day – investing in the prevention of disease 

and promotion of good health now in order to reduce health costs in the long 

run.  This strategic long-term thinking has allowed Maine to be recognized 

nationally for our forethought and prudence; has raised our public health 

spending ranking from 48th in the nation to the middle of the pack and most 

importantly has led to steady progress in reducing the major cost drivers of our 

health care system—chronic disease and preventable health issues. 

The Fund has played a large part in the following successes: 
 

 A 64% drop in youth smoking. 

 2,400 Maine families able to maintain employment and remain off the welfare rolls because of access 
to a child care subsidy. 
Mainers 65 and older who have had their flu shots increased from 64% in 1995 to 75% in 2008, and 
pneumonia vaccinations for seniors has increased from 35% in 1995 to 72% in 2008. 

 Of families participating in Maine Families Home Visiting Program for whom secondhand smoke was a 
concern, more than two-thirds have eliminated or reduced their child's exposure. 

 
The Fund for a Healthy Maine 

was created by the Maine 

Legislature in 1999 to receive 

and disburse Maine’s annual 

tobacco settlement payments to 

eight categories of health 

programming: 

 
· Smoking prevention, cessation 

and control activities, including, 

but not limited to, reducing 

smoking among the children of 

the State;  

 

· Prenatal and young children's 

care, including home visits and 

support for parents of children 

from birth to 6 years of age;  

 

· Child care for children up to 15 

years of age, including after-

school care;  

 

· Health care for children and 

adults, maximizing to the extent 

possible federal matching funds;  

 

· Prescription drugs for adults 

who are elderly or disabled, 

maximizing to the extent possible 

federal matching funds;  

 

· Dental and oral health care to 

low-income persons who lack 

adequate dental coverage;  

 

· Substance abuse prevention and 

treatment; and  

 

· Comprehensive school health 

programs, including school-

based health centers.  
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 The Dental Subsidy Program supported 11 community based agencies in providing over 33,700 dental 
services to nearly 18,400 patients in 15 locations during 2010.  

 The percent of students with an at‐risk behavior, who received an intervention at a school based 
health center, and showed improvement by the end of the school year has steadily increased over the 
past four years  

o Tobacco use: 13% to 29%  
o Alcohol use: 28% to 63%         
o Other drug use: 4% to 71%. 

 
I could continue, but you have heard this all before. 
 
Today, the importance of the Fund could not be more apparent – Maine’s economic recovery depends on 

bringing down the cost of health care for the State and for businesses, and that’s what the Fund for a Healthy 

Maine is designed to do.  This further diversion will guarantee a future of fewer healthy families, higher health 

care costs for all, and an economic recovery that can only limp along because we continue to avoid dealing 

with the incredible cost of preventable chronic disease.  

As we have stated in the past, we understand the need to make difficult budget decisions.  We would be 

happy to discuss alternative solutions that not only have the ability to raise revenue, but improve the health of 

Maine people and reduce cost to businesses and the State.  The people of Maine are counting on legislators to 

protect the Fund for a Healthy Maine and keep it working as it was intended.  In fact, one year ago, more than 

91% of Maine people said they wanted the Fund for a Healthy Maine used ONLY for programs that prevent 

disease and promote good health today. They did not say that the Fund should be used to fill a hole in the 

General Fund. 

Please oppose these shortsighted cuts to the Fund for a Healthy Maine and pass a budget that supports this 

important investment. 

Thank you.
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